
Area to be Avoided (ATBA) 

A catastrophic discharge of oil remains one of the 
greatest threats facing the Olympic Coast National 
Marine Sanctuary. The sanctuary worked with 
the International Maritime Organization (IMO) 
to designate an ATBA on the Olympic Coast in 
December 1994 “in order to reduce the risk of 
marine casualty and resulting pollution and damage 
to the environment of the Olympic Coast National 
Marine Sanctuary.” 

The sanctuary then developed an education and 
monitoring program with the goal of ensuring the 
successful implementation of the ATBA. As part of 
this program, the sanctuary ensured that information 
on the ATBA was placed on nautical charts and 
publications. In addition, sanctuary staff worked 
closely with industry and government agencies to 
develop an education strategy. This effort resulted 
in the development of an ATBA flyer distributed in 
1996. A copy of this flyer is now part of the Coast 
Guard’s Vessel Traffic Service User’s Manual.

Since February 1998 the sanctuary has continuously 
monitored compliance to the ATBA (using 
Canadian Coast Guard radar data). When vessels 
are identified as not complying with the ATBA, 
the sanctuary and the USCG Captain of the Port 
send out correspondence requesting cooperation. 
Response from the marine industry to the program 
has been very favorable. In 2007 the sanctuary 
estimated a compliance rate of 98.6%.
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George.Galasso@noaa.gov A laden petroleum tanker transits the Strait of Juan de Fuca.
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For information on estimated ATBA compliance rates for the years 2001 through 2006, visit 
the Washington Department of Ecology Publications and Forms website at 
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/pubs.shtm, and conduct a search for “vessel entries and transits.”


