
Scoping Meetings

What are scoping meetings?
To kick-off Management Plan Review, the Offi ce of National Marine Sanctuaries (ONMS) and Olympic 
Coast National Marine Sanctuary (OCNMS) are holding a series of public brainstorming meetings (called 
“scoping” meetings) to get thoughts and ideas from the public on sanctuary management priorities. The 
information gathered at these meetings will help defi ne the range of issues that will be addressed in the 
sanctuary’s revised management plan.

Where will the meetings be held?

What kind of comments are we looking for?
Scoping meetings are opportunities to give comments directly to the ONMS and OCNMS leadership on 
the sanctuary’s administration and its management of natural and cultural resources. We encourage the 
public to participate and welcome any comments related to the sanctuary. In particular, we are interested 
in hearing the public’s view on:

 • What should be the sanctuary’s management priorities for the next fi ve to ten years;
 • Effectiveness of the existing management plan in protecting sanctuary resources;
 • Sanctuary resource management programs, activities and needs, including but not limited to  
    resource protection programs, research and monitoring programs, education, volunteer, and  
    outreach programs;



 • Implementation of regulations and permits;
 • Adequacy of existing sanctuary boundaries to protect sanctuary resources;

 • Adequacy of the sanctuary’s existing operational and administrative framework (staffing,  
    offices, vessels, etc.).

What can I expect at the scoping meetings?
Scoping meetings provide a forum to voice your thoughts on what should be addressed in an updated 
sanctuary management plan. They are not decision-making meetings. At the beginning of each scoping 
meeting, sanctuary staff will provide participants with background on the sanctuary and answer  
questions. Following this introduction, we will break up into discussion groups consisting of 10 to 12 
people. A sanctuary staff member will serve as group facilitator and will guide the discussion to ensure 
everyone has the opportunity to speak. Each group will also have a recorder who will summarize all 
comments; these comments will all become part of the public record.

How can you provide input?
The ONMS and OCNMS encourage the public to participate in one of the seven scoping meetings 
held in communities throughout western Washington. Each meeting is equally important. During the 
meetings, participants may comment on any issue related to the management of the sanctuary. Those 
unable to attend the scoping meetings in person can mail, e-mail or fax written comments directly to the 
management plan review team:

Management Plan Review Team
NOAA OCNMS
115 East Railroad Ave, Suite 301
Port Angeles, WA 98362-2925
Fax (360) 457-8496
E-mail ocnmsmanagementplan@noaa.gov

The public comment period remains open until November 14, 2008.

Management Plan Review Contacts

George Galasso     Liam Antrim 
MPR Coordinator &     Resource Protection Specialist
Assistant Superintendent    (360) 457-6622 x16
(360) 457-6622 x12     Liam.Antrim@noaa.gov
George.Galasso@noaa.gov

For more information, visit the Navigating the Future Web site at 
http://olympiccoast.noaa.gov/protection/mpr/welcome.html


